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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):  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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
10/1/19 
• Equipment @11am 
10/3/19 
• His/Theory/Comp @11am 
• Music Ed @11am 
10/8/19 
• Scholarship @11am 
10/10/19 
• Advisory @11am 
10/15/19 
• Faculty @11am 
10/17/19 
• SFSC @11am 
10/22/19 
• Scholarship @11am 
10/31/19 
• Scholarship @11am 
11/7/19 
• Advisory @11am 
11/12/19 
• Faculty @11am 
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Illinois State University
School of  Music 
Glenn Block and the ISU Symphony Orchestra were active at the end of  September 
with their first concert of  the year, conducted by guest James Liu from Wuhan, China.  
While in residence, Maestro Liu led classes in conducting and rehearsals of  the ISU 
Symphony.  In addition, Maestro Ken Lam of  the Illinois Symphony Orchestra was 
on campus for a guest rehearsal in September.  During the month of  October, the ISU 
Symphony will be in rehearsal for Michael Tippett’s oratorio, A Child of  Our Time, to 
be performed with ISU choirs and faculty soloists in early November, all conducted by 
Karyl Carlson, Director of  Choral Activities.  Glenn also reports that graduate 
student in orchestral conducting Camilo Tellez has been accepted to participate in 
the Panula-Academy Master Class in Conducting with Jorma Panula and the 
Lappeenranta City Orchestra in Finland. 
David Collier performed as timpanist with the Heartland Festival Orchestra on 
September 21 and with the Peoria Symphony Orchestra on September 28.  This past 
June, he again served as the Concert Percussion Coordinator for the Music for 
All Summer Symposium.  The Symposium was hosted by Ball State University in Muncie, 
IN on June 23-29.  David coordinated the curriculum, clinics and concert for the 
symphonic track of  the symposium.  This was his 27th year with the Summer 
Symposium.  David also proudly reports that alumna Ksenija Komljenović (MM 
’14) has been appointed as Assistant Professor of  Percussion at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi.  Her duties include applied percussion, chamber music, 
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and percussion techniques.  In addition, Ksenija's duo, 
Balkan Percussion Duo (Second Prize winner at the 
International Percussion Competition Luxembourg 
2018), had its Asian debut this summer, where they 
were invited to perform and teach as part of  Toolbox 
Percussion's Performing Platform.  Prior to moving to 
Texas, Ksenija served as a fellow at the Independent 
Schools Foundation Academy in Hong Kong. 
Geoffrey Duce travelled to Hangzhou, China, where 
he served as a judge at the 2nd American Classical 
Pianist International Competition, held at Hangzhou 
Normal University alongside piano faculty from seven 
other American colleges, including Penn State and the 
Boston Conservatory.  He also taught a masterclass 
and gave a talk for the Sino-US Music Education 
Symposium, held at the competition, about the Global 
Immersion Program at SouthWest University, in which 
he participated this past summer in Chongqing. 
Tom Faux and four other teaching artists from the 
Community Center for the Arts in Urbana traveled to 
Cuba in June to study Afro-Cuban percussion and 
ensemble arrangement at the Havana Music School.  
The program was intense, wide-ranging (including 
performance practice, arrangement, percussion 
instruction, collective improvisation, and lots of  
contextual info) and rewarding both musically and 
personally.  It is increasingly difficult for U.S. citizens to 
travel to the island, and economic pressure by the 
United States has made living conditions very difficult 
for Cuban musicians.  Nonetheless,  Tom and the group 
were welcomed warmly and made strong musical and 
personal connections.  They took along strings, 
recording devices, musical and minor medical supplies, 
which were happily received, but they got back far more 
than they gave.  Music is everywhere in Havana, and the 
level of  musicianship they encountered was astounding.  
Angelo Favis and guitar graduate assistant Miguel 
Lumbao performed in a guitar orchestra with the 
Grammy-winning Los Angeles Guitar Quartet at 
Wheaton College on September 27.  As Graduate 
Coordinator, Angelo is happy to report several recent 
alumni successes.  Nicole Gillotti (MM ’17) began this 
fall as adjunct trumpet and brass ensemble faculty at 
Texas A&M International University in Laredo, Texas.   
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 Ksenija Komljenović
Geoff  Duce presenting in Chongqing, China.
Cuban street art
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Jeremy Verwys (MM ’18) started this fall as adjunct 
guitar faculty at Cornerstone University in Grand 
Rapids, MI.  He is also co-owner and co-founder of  
West Michigan Music Therapy, LLC, also located in 
Grand Rapids.  Eman Jamisolamin (MM ’19) gave a 
special performance at the 10th anniversary concert of  
the University of  the Philippines Rondalla in Manila on 
September 12.  Zach Mattocks (BME ’10) earned his 
MM in Guitar Performance from San Francisco State 
University, where he studied under Lawrence Ferrara 
(who also taught Angelo).  Zach started teaching this 
fall at Contra Costa College in San Pablo, CA, where 
he has been tasked to resurrect their dormant guitar 
program.  For now, he will be teaching Beginning 
Guitar, Intermediate Guitar, Advanced Guitar, and 
Advanced Guitar Ensemble.  Zach continues to teach 
privately and at the San Francisco School of  the Arts.  
Mark Grizzard's article, "Castle of  Light: A Snapshot 
of  Latvian Choral Music as the Nation Turns 100,” was 
published in the October 2019 issue of  the American 
Choral Directors Association's Choral Journal.  This 
article presented highlights from the 2018 Latvian Song 
Festival along with contextualized excerpts of  selected 
Latvian choral works. 
Phillip Hash served as an adjudicator at the 
15th Annual Pontiac Marching Band Competition on 
Saturday, September 21.  Twelve bands from the 
central Illinois area participated.  The Marching 
Pioneers from University High School earned best 
percussion and first place overall in their class. 
Martha Horst will have her orchestra piece  
“Ukko” premiered by the Illinois Philharmonic 
Orchestra on October 19 in Chicago.  She currently 
serves as their composer-in-residence, after winning 
their second annual national Classical Evolve 
Composer Competition in May 2019 with her 
work “emergere” for full orchestra.  She will compose 
three works for the Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra 
during their 2019-2020 season. 
 
Kate Lewis was the guest artist for the University of  
Florida Viola Day at the end of  August.  Narrowly 
escaping the hurricane, she taught a full day of  classes 
for violists of  all ages and performed on the faculty 
recital. 
Roy Magnuson reports that undergraduate student 
composer Harrison Collins was selected as the first-
ever Young Composer Fanfare winner by the Chicago 
Philharmonic.  His piece, Young Voices, will be featured 
on the Chicago Philharmonic’s October 6 concert.  
Collins is one of  two winners whose works will be 
featured this season.  Congratulations Harrison! 
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Martha Horst
Kate Lewis at the University of  Florida.
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Tony Marinello recently conducted the ISU Wind 
Symphony on their first concert of  the 2019/2020 
season. The concert included Band Concerto 
Competition Winner Davis Hale performing Frank 
Ticheli’s Concerto for Alto Saxophone and Wind Ensemble. 
The concert was the culminating event of  the 2019 ISU 
All-State Band Day that hosted over 90 high school 
students who participated in masterclasses with applied 
wind and percussion faculty.  This past summer, Tony 
was the Camp Director for the Junior High Band 
Camp that welcomed over 115 students to campus.  
The camp involved numerous ISU students working as 
counselors and teachers.  Music education faculty  Phil 
Hash and David Snyder served as the conductors for 
the camp.  Tony was also honored to present a 
conducting workshop geared to practicing music 
educators at the ISU Band Director Workshop, 
coordinated and hosted by Phil Hash.  Tony has taken 
over as Contest Director for the annual marching band 
contest hosted at Illinois State University.  The event 
has been renamed the Illinois State Marching Band 
Championships.  New logos for the event have also 
been created. This year’s contest will be held on 
Saturday, October 19 in Hancock Stadium. 
Joe Matson attended the Midwest Chapter meeting of  
the American Musicological Society in mid-September.  
At the meeting he chaired a session on popular music, 
met with his fellow officers to plan for future meetings, 
and live-Tweeted the entire event (#amsmw). 
Anne McNamara and the ISU Trumpet Studio were 
pleased to have renowned trumpet player and teacher 
Marie Speziale visit September 23 and 24.  On 
Monday evening, Ms. Speziale coached students Eric 
Caldwell, Trevor Gould, Alice Kabira, Alexandra 
Karafotias, Brendan Korak, Zach Taylor, 
Guanghao Xia, and Luke Yoakam on orchestral 
excerpts, and talked about her experiences as an 
orchestral musician.  On Tuesday, she gave several 
students private lessons and coached the ISU Trumpet 
Ensemble. 
 
Shawn McNamara began his summer by presenting a 
research poster at the Instrumental Music Teacher 
Educator colloquium in Perrysville, OH.  During the 
first week of  June he traveled to London, ON to attend 
both the doctoral student pre-conference and to present 
a paper at the International Society of  Music Education 
Philosophy conference.  In July, he attended the intensive 
two-week Summer Kodaly Institute at Indiana 
University to obtain Level 1 certification.  During this 
time he also complete his doctoral dissertation: An 
Examination of  Democracy in Music Education.  This past 
month he traveled to Greensboro, NC to present one of  
three studies from his dissertation at the Society for 
Music Teacher Educator conference.  
Steve Parsons performed with the Heartland Festival 
Orchestra on September 21.  Also performing were 
faculty members David Collier, Michael Dicker, 
Judith Dicker, David Gresham, Anne Dervin, 
Kim Risinger, Anne McNamara, and Rachel 
Hockenberry.  Also performing was student Derek 
Zimmerman on tuba. 
Adriana Ransom performed a September recital tour 
of  solo cello music at Grinnell College, the University 
of  Nebraska-Kearney, and the University of  Wyoming-
Laramie.  She also gave two masterclasses for college 
and pre-college students while in Wyoming.  Adriana 
reports that teachers from the ISU String Project visited 
nine elementary schools in early September, presenting 
the stringed-instrument demo, “Strings Are Out of  
This World,” to hundreds of  third and fourth graders.  
The String Project has welcomed 38 3rd and 4th graders 
to the beginning class, bringing the total fall enrollment 
to 140 students. 
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Anne McNamara with Marie Speziale and ISU trumpet students.
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David Snyder was an adjudicator at the 46th annual 
Viking Invitational Marching Band Contest on 
Saturday, September 28.  Alumnus Ryan Krapf  heads 
up this festival and is Director of  Bands at Danville 
High School.  
 News, Announcements, and Reminders 
Safety Reminders 
Remember to lock your office door when working 
outside of  regular business hours.  If  you need an escort 
at night, call Redbird Safe Walk at 438-8631. 
Problems With Our Facilities? 
If  you have facilities problems in Cook Hall, please 
contact Tim Schachtschneider.  For problems in other 
spaces, contact Mona Hubbard.  For emergencies after 
hours or on weekends, dial 438-5656. 
Piano Humidification Control 
Please keep piano humidification units plugged in at all 
times.  If  you need to unplug for any reason, please 
plug them back in before you leave the room.  Pianos 
with covers should be covered when not in use.  
Remember that piano covers should never be placed on 
the floor or any other dirty surface. 
Classroom Projectors 
Please turn projectors off  immediately after use.  
Units are being found on in the evenings and on 
weekends. 
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Upcoming Events 
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 225 will be 
listed on the University Calendar.  Please check your events 
for accuracy and let Peggy know if  corrections need to be made.  If  
your event does not yet have a description included, send text to 
Peggy so that she may add it to your event announcement.   
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
10/4/19    Sym Winds/Sym Band @ 8pm, CPA 
10/5/19    Home Football @ noon, Stadium 
10/6/19    Anne McNamara @ 3pm, KRH 
10/9/19    J. Wilson (bassoon) @ 7:30pm, KRH 
10/11/19  Kate Lewis @ 7pm, CPA 
10/14/19  Nathan Wysock (guitar) @ 7:30pm, KRH 
10/15/19  Alexander Tech Convo @ 11am, CPA 
10/15/19  Milene Aliverti (cello) @ 7:30pm, KRH 
10/16/19  Wind Symphony @ 8pm, CPA 
10/17/19  CreativeCon @ 4pm, CVA 110 
10/19/19  State Marching Contest @ 7am, Stadium 
10/20/19  Afternoon of  Brass @ 3pm, CPA 
10/22/19  Performance Convocation @ 11am, CPA 
10/22/19  M. Harley (bassoon) @ 7:30pm, KRH 
10/23/19  Nathan Munson (tenor) @ 7pm, KRH 
10/24/19  Chamber Singers @ 7pm, KRH 
10/25/19  Geoff  Duce @ 7pm, KRH 
10/26/19  Homecoming @ All Day, ISU 
10/28/19  Music Factory @ 7:30pm, KRH 
10/29/19  Performance Convocation @ 11am, CPA 
10/30/19  Faculty Jazz @ 7:30pm, KRH 
11/9/19    Music for All @ 10am, CPA 
11/11/19  Music Factory @ 7:30pm, KRH 
11/12/19  Alexander Tech Convo @ 11am, CPA 
11/17/19  Big Band Dance @ 6pm, NLC 
12/7/19    Audition Day @ 9am, CPA 
12/7/19    Music for the Holidays @ 3pm, CPA 
12/7/19    Music for the Holidays @ 7pm, CPA 
12/8/19    Music for the Holidays @ 3pm, CPA 
12/14/19  Commencement @ 1pm, RA 
1/18/20    Audition Day @ 9am, CPA 
1/24/20    Audition Day @ 3pm, CPA 
2019 -2020 Audition Dates 	  
	 Saturday, 9/28/19 
	 Saturday, 12/7/19	  
	 Saturday, 1/18/20 
	 Friday, 1/24/20 
	 Saturday, 1/25/20	  
	 Friday, 2/7/20	  
	 Saturday, 2/8/20		 	  
	 Saturday, 3/28/20 
